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on his side. He achieved his temporary ambition,
and was transferred to Salonika, then the political
Mecca of the more advanced of the Young Turks.
Turkey, a land of mystery, of incessant intrigue
and of appalling and pathetic inefficiency, had yet
much to teach Kamal. Beneath his waywardness
and his wild extremism, he was a thinker. He
became enveloped in the work of the Committee of
Union and Progress, the principal and most virile
of the many secret organizations of the Young
Turks, but it was not long before he also became
a critic.
Kamal certainly took an active part in the revolt
of officers in 1908, and he was with the forces which
marched on Constantinople and forced reforms from
a timorous Sultan, but even then he was not entirely
at his ease. Prior to that he had had an highly
significant conversation with his mother, to whose
gently expressed misgivings he had replied uncom-
promisingly : " Yes/5 he said, " I am a rebel against
the Padishah. The man whom you invest with the
power of the saints is really impotent. We intend to
deprive him of power and liberate the country from
him."
The Sultan maintained an army of spies, and
Kamal was regarded in Constantinople as a good
soldier but a dangerous young man. His military
career underwent many more vicissitudes. Once,
as a major, he was actually deprived of his command,
but the intrigue which had saved him when newly
gazetted again came to his aid, and he was rein-
stated. When the Great War broke out, he was